PTIC Paper – Accessibility Next Steps
1. Now that NaPTAN, TXC and JourneyWeb versions 2.5 have been finalised to take into account accessibility changes, this paper outlines potential next steps.

2. For TXC v2.5, Transport Direct now intends to work towards upgrading the TXC publisher, and will shortly start this process.

3. For NaPTAN 2.5, we’ve started discussions with Landmark on how this should be reflected within the national NaPTAN database and its exports.

4. For background, TD’s accessible journey planner currently uses a range of CSV files that define accessibility of stations, stops and services, as follows:
· IF136 – Transport Direct Accessibility Network Stations – this file includes the NaPTANs of all accessible rail stations, coach exchange points, ferry terminals, and tram, metro, light rail and underground stations.  It also defines whether assistance is available at stations or on services, and if so, what times this assistance is available.

· IF145 – Mode Accessibility File – this file defines services that are accessible and covers rail, bus, coach, ferries, tram, metro, light rail and underground.

· IF156 – Operator Booking Information – this file includes information about services where pre-booking is required, together with contact details for those services.

· IF157 – Stops Not Suitable – it is assumed that all bus stops are suitable for wheelchair accessible buses to use, unless otherwise stated.  This file therefore includes NaPTANs for bus stops that are not accessible, as well as RSEs that are not step free. 

5. Ideally, any stop information above should be held in the national NaPTAN database, so that others can also make use of this data.  The data also needs to be published on data.gov.uk.
6. In our discussions with Landmark, we have so far identified the following options:

· Just host the accessibility IF files and make them available for separate download via the data.gov.uk website.  This option is the cheapest and easiest, although does not help with the longer term aim of integrating the accessibility information into the database and making it available in NaPTAN v2.5 format to downstream users.  We intend, as a minimum, to publish the files by the end of December 2013.
· Commission Landmark to implement NaPTAN v2.5 schema in the NaPTAN client, and ensure backwards compatibility.  Alongside this we would need to consider how to import and export v2.5 data.  Initially, the database could be populated with data from the CSV files. In order to be useful to other users, however, changes would need to be made to the export of the data to include the additional data.  Because the national NaPTAN software and database is old, it is not yet clear how easy this would be, or what the associated costs would be.
· Variations on the previous option include just updating the import or the export processes.  The former would enable local authorities to populate the database with local accessibility information where available, although without an export capability, the benefits of this would be limited.  The latter could potentially involve combining the current NaPTAN data held in the main database with the information held in the stop related NaPTAN CSV files into a NaPTAN v2.5 compliant data feed.

7. It would therefore be helpful if PTIC members could provide a view on whether they would:
a) be interested in making use of this data, and approximate timescales; 

b) what other steps would need to be put in place, including changes in other systems, in order for this data to be used;
c) whether there is an interest in being able to take on the ongoing maintenance of this data at a local level.

